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Oregon’s 40-40-20 Goal

By 2025, 40% of adult Oregonians will hold a bachelor’s
or advanced degree, 40% will have an associate
degree or a meaningful postsecondary certificate, and all
adult Oregonians will hold a high school diploma.

ORS 350.014 (2011)

Source: HECC Presentation “Strategic Priorities in Higher Education, 201719,” presented by Ben 
Cannon, March 27, 2017 to Joint Ways and Means, Education Subcommittee, slide 27.



Source: “Attainment Goals are Critical” presentation by Jimmy Clarke, Ph.D., Director of Lumina Strategy Labs, Senior 
Director of State Policy HCM Strategists, April 19, 2017



Why a focus on educational attainment 
levels?

• Provide residents with the education necessary 
to meet current and future economic needs
• Nationally 
• Statewide
• Locally
• Individually

Source: “Attainment Goals are Critical” presentation by Jimmy Clarke, Ph.D., Director of Lumina Strategy Labs, Senior 
Director of State Policy HCM Strategists, April 19, 2017



Post 2007-recession growth in college-
level jobs

‐‐Georgetown University Center on Education and theWorkforce, Recovery: Job Growth and Education
Requirements Through 2020, 2013



Educational Attainment Rates for Oregon Adults (25-
64) VS. 40-40-20 Goal
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Educational Attainment Rates for Oregon Adults
Versus 40-40-20 Goal

Bachelor's or advanced
degree

Associate degree or 
undergraduate certificate

Some college, no degree

High school diploma or
alternative credential

Source: HECC Presentation “Strategic Priorities in Higher Education, 201719,” presented by Ben 
Cannon, March 27, 2017 to Joint Ways and Means, Education Subcommittee, slide 29.



Source: A Stronger Nation: Learning beyond high school builds American talent,” Oregon’s Progress Toward the Goal, 
accessed November 27, 2017 from http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/2017/#state/OR



Source: “A Stronger Nation: Learning beyond high school builds American talent,” Oregon’s Progress Toward the 
Goal, accessed November 27, 2017 from http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/2017/#state/OR



Source: Challenges and Opportunities in Achieving the National Postsecondary Degree Attainment Goals by Michael T. 
Nettles, 2017, accessed November 27, 2017 from http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ets2.12141/epdf



Source: Challenges and Opportunities in Achieving the National Postsecondary Degree Attainment Goals by Michael T. 
Nettles, 2017, accessed November 27, 2017 from http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ets2.12141/epdf



Source: “A Stronger Nation: Learning beyond high school builds American talent,” Oregon’s Progress Toward the 
Goal, accessed November 27, 2017 from http://strongernation.luminafoundation.org/report/2017/#state/OR



Ambitious Attainment Goal Criteria

• Challenging and quantifiable
• Long‐term, pegged to a specific year
• Articulated in a manner to influence state‐level 
policies and practices

• Addresses gaps in attainment for 
underrepresented populations

• Should also be based on analysis of state’s 
workforce needs and embraced by stakeholders 
across sectors

Source: “Attainment Goals are Critical” presentation by Jimmy Clarke, Ph.D., Director of Lumina Strategy 
Labs, Senior Director of State Policy HCM Strategists, April 19, 2017
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